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discoveries, and who, though he was Grand Duke, Galileo
knew to be as keenly interested m the matter as himself. We
can imagine the enthusiasm with which, after a night spent
among the stars, he would hasten down to relate to Cobimo
some fresh discovery; as well as the amazement with \\hich
the circle gathered in the Grand Ducal villa on the slope of
the Arcetri hill first heard the astounding truths which
Galileo had to relate, which revolutionised all that had
hitherto been beliex^ed on such matters, and proved that the
earth was not the centre of the universe, but merely a minute
planet in the solar system.

Galileo's celebrated tower at Arcetri,n from which "in the
still midnight of far-off time its master read the secrets of the
stars," 12 stands overlooking Florence from the southern hills:
as though to be a constant reminder of all that was fiom
thence unfolded to mankind.

"We hail

Thy sunny slope, Arcetri, sung of old
For its green vine, dearer to me, to most,
As dwelt on by the great astronomer;

Sacred be

His villa (justly was it called the Gem,13),
Sacred the lawn, where many a cypress threw
Its length of shadow, while he watched the stars " 14

Thus did Florence, which had led the world in Learning
and Art, now that the sovereignty in that domain had passed
away from her, place on her brows a fresh crown of leader-
ship, and show the way in that new branch of knowledge,
Science, which was henceforth to be the chief inteiest of the
intellect of the world. It was fitting that the Medici should
be as closely associated with this new leadership as they had
been with that of the past. Nor did their connection with this
stepping forth by Florence on a fresh path of renown go
without a permanent record. The first hitherto unknown stars
revealed by Galileo by his telescope in the first year of
Cosimo's reign were the satellites of Jupiter. And to these, in
gratitude to one who had made it possible for him to carry